Bocce Ball Court
Installation Guide

A new trend in backyards is to include the fun and relaxing game of Bocce Ball. It’s a great use of empty space that
provides hours of entertainment as well as an attractive aesthetic. Properly constructed Bocce Ball Courts consist of an
oyster shell bed for proper texture & drainage, like the Bocce Blend in stock at your local Southwest Boulder & Stone
location. Here is a how-to guide for building your own Bocce Ball Court.
BOCCE BALL COURT MATERIALS NEEDED
The following list of supplies are recommended to build a 12’ x 60’ Bocce Ball Court.
Quantity

Size

Material Description

6

2”x10”x12”

Wolmanized (pressure treated) Douglas Fir

12

2”x10”x16”

Wolmanized (pressure treated) Douglas Fir

24

5/8”x24”

24

2”x2”x24”

Steel reinforcing rod
OR
Angle irons (alternative for steel reinforcing rods)

12 Tons

3/4”

Construction Grade Gravel or Class II Base

13 Each

Super Sack

Bocce Blend (Gray, Gold, Red or White)

10

50# Bag

Oyster Shell Flour as a top dressing

4 Rolls

3’x60’

Weed Barrier

NOTE: Specifications do not make allowances for heavy equipment (bulldozers, graders, etc.) In areas where rough
grading is necessary, please consult your contractor.
OTHER TOOLS: Pick, shovel, rake, sledge hammer, hammer, mason’s twine, framing square, 100’ tape measure,
4”x4”x11” angle iron, vibrating plate tamper (available at equipment rental yards) or a heavy-duty lawn roller (300-500
lbs), transit (if unavailable, use 4’ carpenter level).
Brought to you by:

AVAILABLE AT SOUTHWEST BOULDER & STONE

Bocce Blend

Crushed Rock

Weed Barrier

1. SITE SELECTION & PREPARATION
• Choose the most level area you have available to enjoy the best playing conditions.
• If possible, angle the length of your court in a north/south direction to prevent looking directly into the sun at any time.
• While International Bocce Association prescribed court dimensions are 12’ wide by 60’ long, feel free to use whatever
size fits in your back yard and will work for your needs.
2. GRADING
• Use a bulldozer or bobcat if your site isn’t already relatively level.
• Strip an area slightly larger than your court size of any grass or plants, and treat with herbicide to prevent future growth.
• Spread about 10 tons of #1 or #2 crushed stone evenly over your court area, helping to even out the area and providing
a good base for drainage.
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3. COURT LAYOUT
• Lay out the court using stakes at each corner and twine.
• When the collier stakes are marked, stretch the mason’s twine around the four stakes, securing it tightly to each of the
stakes at the level of the mark.
• Court leveling without a transit: If a transit is not used in the court installation, set the sideboards on one side of the
court, using the stretched mason’s twine to keep them in line and leveling each board with a carpenter’s level as you go
along. Do not set the end boards yet. After one side has been set, begin setting the opposite side along the mason’s
twine. Level this second side relative to the first side by using a long straight board to span the two sidewalls and placing
a level on top of the board.
4. SIDE WALL ANCHORING
• Steel reinforcing rods 5/8”x24“ can be used to anchor sidewalls that are thicker than 3”. Drilled vertical holes down
through the width of the sideboards at intervals of 5’ to 6’. Drive the rods through the boards until they are flush with
the top of the boards.
• If 2“ or narrower sideboards are used, 1”x1”x24” angle iron is suggested. Drive into the ground at intervals of 5’ to 6’
next to the sideboards and attached to the sideboards with screws. In either case, the internal and external finished
grades of the court will further help keep the boards in position.
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5. SURFACE APPLICATION
• Dump piles of the Bocce Blend at spots along the court and spread it out evenly to achieve a uniform depth of 3”–4”.
Level with a screed or leveling tool.
• Compact the surface with plate tamper or a heavy lawn roller. You may need to add more Bocce Blend to maintain the
4” thickness. Spray the surface with a hose to assist compaction.
• When the court has dried out completely, cracks may appear on the surface. Use the backside of a rake to move the
surface around to fill in the cracks. A garden roller will also work.
• Dust the court with oyster shell flour and roll flat to make the wear surface. Mist, dry add more flour and roll again until
the surface is solid and smooth. Don’t overdo it, and save leftover flour for future court maintenance.
• Find the dimension of the end boards by measuring the distance from the top of the surface and the top of the sideboards. Fasten the end boards to the sideboards by flailing or screwing. Do not use reinforcement rods on the end
boards. Since the end boards receive constant pounding, it may become necessary to replace them occasionally.
• After the end boards are in place, the court surface should be “screeded” again, dampened and rolled.
• The court is now ready for use. Although it may appear spongy at first, use of the court and maintenance will help it
compact naturally.

Steel header, duraedge, black, 1/4” thick,
staked; or mild steel
Top of header to be a maximum
of 1/4” above finish grade
2” Bocce Blend - spread and
wet to compact
2” Bocce Blend - wet and let dry a few
hours; then rake, level and compact
2” 50/50 mix of 3/4” crushed rock
and coarse sand - compact
Weed barrier
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6. COURT MARKINGS
In-bounds markers and foul lines should be applied to the side walls and end boards of the court. The markings are
traditionally painted or taped on the wall boards and do not require marking on the court surface.

Dotted lines represent imaginary lines drawn between markers at prescribed distances.
A) One foot from each side board = in-bounds
for object ball at start of frame.
B) Four feet from backboard = in-bounds for
object ball at start of frame; and foul line
for pointing.
C) Ten feet from backboard = foul line for
shooting (hitting, spocking).

D) Thirty feet from backboard = center court
line. Object ball must pass this point at
start of frame.

60’

E) Same a “C” above.

F) Same a “B” above.

12’
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COURT MAINTENANCE
Your bocce ball court can provide years of enjoyment with minimal maintenance and little additional expense. For regular
maintenance, “groom” the court after use with a 24” push broom with long, coarse bristles. Attach two brooms together
to form a 48“ wide broom that you can easily drag the length of the court.
Occasional maintenance (once a month for home courts, one a week for commercial) requires brooming, wetting, then
rolling the court. Additional oyster shell flour can be added.
For spring maintenance, loosen the surface of the court with a rake, broom, wet, and roll the court. Use the 4”x4”x11’6”
angle iron to reestablish a flat surface whenever necessary. The side boards may require the occasional realignment.
Enjoy your bocce ball court with friends and family for year to come!
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